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Answers will be marked according to the following general criteria: 
 

Band Mark  

1 18–20 Detailed, well-written, well-organised answer, paying close attention to author's 
use of language. Shows appreciation of structure and complete comprehension 
of passage; has no significant omissions and conveys a sensitive personal 
response. 

2 15–17 Detailed answer, paying close attention to author's use of language. 
Understands or convincingly interprets all essentials of passage; few 
omissions. 
Conveys clear personal response but may be a bit cut-and-dried. 

3 12–14 Competent answer with some attention to language. May be some 
misunderstandings and significant omissions, but conveys some personal 
appreciation. 

4 9–11 Attempts to respond and does pay attention to some details of language, but 
there are significant misunderstandings and substantial omissions. May 
misrepresent author's intentions trying to apply some rigid preconception, or 
note use of literary devices without explaining their effect. Answer probably 
rather short. 

5 6–8 Tries, but has not really grasped what passage is about. Offers a few ideas, 
some of them irrelevant or plainly wrong. A few glimmers are perceptible. 
Short, scrappy. 

6 4–5 Short, scrappy answer; confused; little response to passage, but candidate has 
at least read it and tried to respond. 

7 2–3 Scrawls a few lines; has attempted to read passage, but clearly doesn't 
understand it. 

8 0–1 Nothing to reward. 

 
The detailed questions are intended to help the candidate respond. Candidates are required to 
answer them, but need not do so in a rigid sequence; some of the answers may be implicit in the 
essay, although it is expected that candidates will be able to spell out their views and interpretations 
with sufficient clarity. There is no prescribed application of marks to each question and the response 
should be marked holistically. Candidates who do not answer the prescribed questions will penalise 
themselves automatically, as the questions are central to the passage. 
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Extract by Miguel Delibes  (La Grajilla) 
 
 
Mark Scheme 
 
The detailed questions are intended to help the candidate respond. Candidates are required to 
answer them, but need not do so in a rigid sequence; some of the answers may be implicit in the 
essay, although it is expected that candidates will be able to spell out their views and interpretations 
with sufficient clarity. There is no prescribed application of marks to each question and the response 
should be marked holistically. Candidates who do not answer the prescribed questions will penalize 
themselves automatically, as the questions are central to the passage. 
 
Lea atentamente el siguiente pasaje extraído del cuento corto  'La Grajilla’ del escritor español 
Miguel Delibes (1982). Luego conteste la pregunta: 
 
The extract in question is set in the second part of the 20th century and it is hoped the candidates will 
be in a position to understand the language of the passage almost in its entirety, therefore being able 
to gain a general understanding of the extract and convey an appropriate response to the quality of 
the writing. The questions are designed to help them do so. At the lower levels (up to 9 marks) we 
shall probably be looking for evidence of a basic understanding, hopefully with a simple personal 
response. At the 4/3 level bands (10 to 14 marks) we should be looking for a clear, if not sophisticated 
or more complex answer to each of the questions and a successful attempt to support ideas from the 
passage. As we go up to 2/1 level bands (15 to 20 marks) we shall be looking for an in-depth analysis 
and close attention to detail; an ability to read between the lines, with appropriate support from the 
text; a motivated personal response; good use of the imagination and a direct, clear focus on the 
questions throughout. Although some candidates may find the theme of the story rather 'unexpected', 
they still should be able to engage with it and fully exploit its elements, in particular if they are to be 
rewarded with a top band mark. 
 
 
1 ¿Hasta qué punto, y cómo, ha logrado el autor comunicarle un sentimiento de simpatía y 

afecto hacia Morris a través de este fragmento? En particular, debe considerar, en detalle, 
los siguientes aspectos: 

 
 

Cómo se vale el autor del lenguaje para persuadirnos de que Morris es una criatura 
extraordinaria 
 
 
The story is based on the true events experienced by the author/narrator and his family with a 
jackdaw that one of his sons (Miguel) found, almost dead, lying on the ground near their 
countryside chalet. The author and his family were spending some time in San Felices, in the 
area of Sedano. The bird, who had fallen from his nest and was, according to the author, close to 
death (‘no di un real por su existencia’) was immediately adopted by his two youngest children 
(Juan y Adolfo) who, after devoted daily care and feeding, restored him to full health in a period of 
4 weeks. The bird gradually became more and more involved in their lives and daily routines and 
vice-versa. The bird became to be known as Morris, and from the beginning the small animal 
captured their interest. Morris was quite an extraordinary little creature, particularly because of his 
docility and the ease with which he responded to the care and attention of the children. The most 
surprising thing was his ability to adapt to the activities not only of the children but of the whole 
family and the role he played in them.  It could be said that Morris never left their side from the 
moment that they found him. The most striking feature of Morris was the natural and spontaneous 
way in which he accepted the proximity of people, particularly that of the two boys that had saved 
and raised him. They were his adoptive parents. It is important to remember that birds, due to 
their ability to fly, are not necessarily easy to keep in captivity. Most birds that people have as 
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pets are kept in cages, and they are domesticated under these conditions. But, if they escape 
from their cages, they can easily leave. The situation of Morris was altogether different. From the 
start he had been protected and fed by the boys and he gradually grew to become a companion 
for them and their family. The little bird used to perch itself on the arm or shoulder of one of his 
friends and accompany them wherever they went. This was not only during the time when Morris 
had not yet discover flying but also after he did as Morris did not fly away, choosing instead to 
remain with the author and his family even after he learned to fly.  So, it could not be said that 
Morris was in captivity at all as he was never caged, but he became voluntarily attached to the 
lives of this family, particularly the boys. There was, however, something that Morris strongly 
disliked. He could not accept that anybody, not even his adoptive parents, would touch him. If 
anybody attempted to put their hand on top of his body, he would immediately move away. This 
characteristic of Morris never changed in spite of his gradual and greater tolerance of people. It is 
so intriguing to think of it, as if the fact of being touched from the top could be compared to the 
idea, sensation or possibility of being trapped. Yet any other form of contact was tolerated. 
 
Qué impresión le da el autor de la relación entre Morris y el mundo humano. 
 
Miguel, one of Delibes’s children, was the one who found Morris, who had fallen from his nest 
and was on the ground, practically dead. Juan and Adolfo, Delibes’s other sons, who were still 
rather young, decided to help him, giving him food and shelter. Their devoted attention helped the 
little animal to recover within a few days and by the end of four weeks Morris was fully covered in 
feathers. This could be said to be the first stage in the relationship between Morris and the boys. 
As a result of this first stage a really strong bond developed between Morris and Juan and Adolfo. 
Morris was closer to them than to any other members of the family. At this stage Morris had not 
yet discovered flying. But, one day, when Morris was going to the swimming pool with Adolfo, all 
of a sudden, the bird started to flap its wings and eventually managed to fly to the top of an elm 
tree. The family felt as excited and happy as if they had witnessed the first steps of a young child. 
However, the idea that Morris may fly away, finally claiming his freedom, also lingered in their 
minds. Although they kept calling Morris, the bird did not respond to them, so absorbed he 
seemed to be, contemplating the scenery from a different perspective.  For a long time they all 
thought he would not return.  But then Juan decided to bring some food for Morris in his little bowl 
and started to call the bird imitating the peculiar voice typical of these birds, ‘quia-quia-quia’. The 
boy put all his tenderness on imitating these noises, so much he wanted to attract the attention of 
Morris. And, for the first time since Morris had flown to the top of the tree,  the bird started to 
notice what was going on at ground level, and eventually flew towards Juan, perched himself on 
his shoulder and, to everybody’s joy, started to eat his food. This event marked the beginning of a 
new phase in the life of Morris and his relationship with the human world represented by the 
Delibes family. What makes this particular phase so remarkable is the fact that Morris had made 
the choice of remaining with his adoptive family even though he could have easily flown away.  
 
Cuál es su reacción como lector frente al desenlace de la historia y por qué. 
 
From the beginning we have noticed that Morris - a wild bird from the countryside - had the 
extraordinary ability to tolerate human company. This human company was mainly the author and 
his family, particularly two of his boys. We know that, when the opportunity arose for Morris to 
reclaim his freedom, he chose to remain with the family.  All this shows that Morris developed an 
extraordinary degree of socialisation among humans. We could say that he had become a truly 
sociable bird and a new member of the Delibes family, in other words, this in itself was quite a 
unique, extraordinary phenomenon.  
 
After reading of the gradual and amazing development of Morris, moving from his initially 
precarious, near-death existence to become the pet of the Delibes family, we are amazed at the 
news that Morris chose to remain with the family that saved him. What an extraordinary 
development.  It makes one wonder whether socialisation is stronger than basic nature and 
instinct. And where do you leave the idea of affection? Can we say that Morris had developed 
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feelings of the same kind that those of the Delibes family towards him? Maybe the answer is yes 
as it is certainly the case that it was Morris’s choice, at the end of the day, to remain with them 
and that the Delibes family never tried to curtail his freedom in any way. What a moving story! 
 
Usted puede añadir cualquier otro comentario que le parezca pertinente. 
 
It is rare for candidates to follow up this suggestion and they should not be penalised if they do 
not. However, any interesting comments should of course be taken into account in the overall 
reward , provided these do not distort or contradict the main story line and candidates do not end 
up either contradicting themselves or failing to adopt a clear line of interpretation.  In this case, 
generous reward should be considered although this section alone should not be a substitute for 
the required responses to the preceding ones.  
 
This is an unusual but true story and candidates, particularly animal lovers, may be 
inclined to offer further comments. Many candidates may feel rather moved by the outcome of 
this story and elaborate on personal experiences of a similar nature. Also, it should be noticed 
that most of the ideas offered in this Mark Scheme revolved around Morris and his uniqueness. 
But, much can be said about the Delibes family and particularly the younger boys.  One important 
aspect to mention here is their constant interest in Morris, an interest that did not diminish even 
after a long period of time. It is common for children to become interested in pets at some point 
and abandon them along the line, leaving the responsibility to their parents. In this story it is 
obvious that the children were fully committed to Morris once they had decided to look after him. 
Also it is another important aspect that the whole family revolved around Morris and that the bird 
served as a focus of attention for them all and, although they were very attached to him, at the 
point when Morris was on the verge of flying away, they were prepared to accept this and no 
attempts were made at capturing him, or restricting his freedom. Candidates may elaborate within 
these lines or follow alternative interpretations. The only requirement here is to be consistent and 
avoid flagrant contradictions or uncommitted/unexplained statements. Ideas should be clearly 
stated, well-argued and convincing to be given the marks. 

 


